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March 28, 2000

For Immediate Release:
EIU SPEAKER DEDICATED TO REBUILDING HAITI'S ECONOMY
CHARLESTON -- As part of a continuing effort to promote ethics and social responsibility
in business, Eastern Illinois University's School of Business will host the Rev. Joseph Phillipe from
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on April 3 and 4.
He will discuss the impact of Third World debt on developing countries and solutions in
creating sustainable economies in the Third World at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 4, in Roberson
Auditorium, Lumpkin Hall, room 122. Admission to the program is free and open to the public.
Philippe also will give a presentation on Jubilee/Justice and the Third World on Monday, April
3, at the Newman Catholic Center, 500 Roosevelt Ave., as part of its Soup and Substance Series.
The evening will begin at 6 p.m. with soup, to be followed at 6:30 p.m. with Philippe's talk. He also
will answer questions regarding alternative banking and social/ethical investing which empower the
poor and create sustainable economies. Activities are free and open to the public, but interested
persons should contact the Newman Center in advance so that enough soup is made available.
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HAITI'S ECONOMY

Philippe's experience of empowering the poor of Haiti has made him an invaluable resource
in the area of international business and Third World economic development. He has a deep
concern for social and ethical investments that enable the poor to create just economic systems.
In 1993, he designed a game for teaching literacy and business skills; "Jwet Korelit La"
employs a combination of various literacy methods, as well as the methods of Paolo Freire for
teaching oppressed people. The game is being utilized throughout Haiti.
In 1994, Philippe became a founding member of Fonkoze, Haiti's Alternative Bank for the
Organized Poor. Since 1995, he has been the coordinator of Fonkoze, or "Fondasyon Kole Zepol
(Shoulder to Shoulder Foundation)," a foundation designed to encourage and support all small
member organizations in Haiti. It provides all members both technical and financial support services
and, by doing so, believes that it is helping to build an economic structure which not only transforms
communities, but also develops people. It allows the poor to begin to chart their own courses and
to take control of their lives.
Philippe received his undergraduate degree in commercial accounting and worked as an
accountant in Port-au-Prince. He joined the Spiritan Order of Catholic Priests in 1982, and received
a master's of divinity with special studies in liturgy and politics from the Catholic Theological Union,
Chicago, in 1987. He was ordained a Catholic priest in the Congregation of the Holy Spirit in 1988
and is a founding member of the Peasant Association of Fondwa. He studied cooperative
management in Paris, France, and became bursar for the Spiritan Order in Haiti in 1992.
Philippe's visit is being funded by Eastern's School of Business' Holley Professorship
Endowment and the Newman Catholic Center. All inquiries should be directed to Waldo Born,
Eastern's School of Business, 581-2627 (cfwlb@eiu.edu), or to Roy Lanham, Newman Catholic
Center, 348-0188 (roylanham@eiu-newman.org).
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